Channel Master

QUANTUM 'S CROSRE

One question that newconers to TV DXing frequently ask nore seasoned ent husi asts
is about “the best” VHF TV antenna to use. Short of stacking separate hi gh—and

| owband ant ennas, you are obviously going to need one of those |oop (17 feet or
more) nmulti—elenent arrays. Since we’re tal king about what’s considered “t op—ef —
the—+ine,” availability is often poor, price is high, and the antenna will be
bot h bul ky and heavy.

I f you carefully conmpare spec sheets and catal og data, you can narrow it down to
a few choices. WIFDA's TV STATION GU DE is a good starting point, as it lists
addresses of all the major antenna nmakers—and a few of the not—so—ngj or ones,
too. Then too, |ook at what veteran TV DXers |ike to use—nost of them have
spent years searching for the ideal single VHF antenna, end have definite
opi ni ons on what works the best for DX ng.

You may soon find it narrowed down to a few choices. There's the Wnegard
CH-5200, the Jerrold VIP-=307, the Channel Master 1110, and Channel Master’s
3617B, an updated version of their old 3617, considered a classic by TV OX
enthusiasts in the 1960’ s.

Each of these four nobdels has strong points. In the first analysis, some have
nmore shortcom ngs than others. The VIP-307, for instance, has what is supposed
to he the highest neasured forward gain at its peak hi ghband channe

—a whopping 12.9 dB, conpared to a dipole. That doesn’'t make up for a poor
performance on the | owband channels, according to several DXers. On the other
hand, Wnegard s CH-5200 excels on | owband channel s, but does not have the edge
on the Channel Master nodels at highband. Additionally, a few OXers have
commented that they feel the Wnegard construction is not quite adequate to take
heavy weat her.

Lately, it seens that the two Channel Master nodels have been conmpeting with
each other for OXers’ attention, and that’s where controversy can start. In
fact, Channel Master points out inportant differences in their own literature,
and they are the kind of differences a OXer shoul d be aware of. Wiat it seens to
boil down to is this: the 36178 has better forward gain than the 1110,
especially at | owband, where it can be needed for neteor scatter DXing, but is
unnecessary for E-skip. But the Quantum 1110 has truly fantastic front —+o—back
rati o performance (CMclains as high as 35 dB, as opposed to 20 dB or less in
the nmore classical |ong | og—aqi Crossfire nodels). One veteran TV DXer even
clainms that the nulls on the 1110 | ook nore |ike those on a UHF dish

In the real world of TV DXing, what | ooks good on the spec sheet doesn’t al ways
give you the best results. If you decide to try a 36178, your forward pain wll
be about the best you can get with a single oh 243 antenna, but when the
channel is |loaded with CC from several directions, the narrower beamw dth of
the Quantum 1110 nay be the only way to identify it.
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